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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 9245 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, PO 

SUB J : PORTUGUESE ACCESSION TO NPT 
REF: (A) LISBON 8932, (B) STATE 269807 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTRY (VALERIO) INFORMED EMBOFF NOV 30 

THAT DOCUMENTATION FOR ACCESSION TO NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY 
IS BEING POUCHED TO PORTUGUESE EMBASSIES IN WASHINGTON. 

LONDON. AND MOSCOW. AS SOON AS FONMIN RECEIVES 
CONFIRMATION DOCUMENTATION RECEIVED, INSTRUCTIONS WILL 
BE SENT TO EMBASSIES AUTHORIZING DEPOSIT OF PORTUGUESE 
RATIFICATION. 

2. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS DEPARTMENT WISHES TO MAXIMIZE 
ATTENTION TO PORTUGAL'S ACCESSION BUT WISHES TO POINT OUT 
THAT THIS ALSO CARRIES SOME RISKS. PRIME MINISTER'S WILLINGNESS 
TO PUSH TREATY THROUGH WITHOUT SENDING IT TO LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY FOR CONSIDERATION, AND PRESIDENT EANES'S DECISION 
TO SIGN IT ON THAT BASIS. COULD PROVOKE 

CRITICISM BY BOTH RIGHT AND COMMUNISTS. LOW KEY 
TREATMENT MIGHT HELP AVOID GIVING GOVERNMENT. 

ALREADY IN CRISIS, ADDITIONAL PROBLEMS. 
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